
. ALL MERCHANDISE .

ADVERTISED IN THE
TRIBUNE IS GUARANTEED

Vol. LXXIX No. 26,105
First to Last. the Truth: Ne WS

[C«ipyTl*rht, HIT».
New York Tribuno Ino.J SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1919.EIGHT

.Editorials Adv ertisements
rimme WEATHER

Cloudy and cooler, probably light snow,
to-day; to-morrow cloudy; moderato

west and northwest winds

PARTS.90 PAGES-PART I AND SPORTS * * FTVF CFXT-S. w *"5SL

Whisky' Toll
al

.Mounts to 58;
police Seek
Grocer Here
Hartford Bootleggers Are
Said to Confess They
GotWood Alcohol From
Bleecker St. Merchant

Locked His Store
And Disappeared

Two More Dead in New
York : Poison Liquor
Fatalities Are Report¬
ed From Manv States

Acting on converging lines of in-
[armation from Hartford and other
Connecticut Valley cities, where
ifty-eight persons have died since
Uristmas Day fr >m drinking wood
ilcohol "whisky," detectives from
Police Headquarters wont yesterday
ifternoon to the dingy little whole-
sale olive oil an,i grocery shop of;
Adolph Panarelli, 311 Bleecker
Street. Greenwich Village. They
found the doors padlocked and
¡earned thai the proprietor had de-

¿farted hurriedly on Christmas Eve.:
When the detectives returned to

Headquarters and reported that
Panarelli had gone a general
alarm was sent out for his arrest in
connection with the di-Uribution and
;ale of many barrels of the poison¬
ous concoction. Panarelli's home is
:n The Bronx. His family told de¬
tectives and internal revenue

¡gents they !.:; :.<> idea where or

*hen he had gone.
Four Accused of Murder

The po f Hart ford gained the
formatii i \vhich they furnished

the local ithorities concern¬

ai" Pai un Cour bootleggers
v-rom thi ;. have charged with the
Burder of thi pi rsons who died in
Hartford from the effects of wood
alcohol poisoning. The Hartford
rolice asserted that they had traced
the purchase of twelve barrels of
supposed whisky to three Italians
living .11 The Bronx. The greed of
the purchasers had lessened the
*>o:>ono;!s effects of the wood alco¬
hol. They diluted it by adding to
each barrel an equal volume of
water.
The victims in « hicopee, Mass., who

drank v.- it to have been a part
of 'i- .'. ment of twelve bar-

thirty lato yest 'rday af-
one woman. Hartford

¦!. Holyoke seven and
Springti« fo n

¦- ¦'. und dead last nightin tii«. ho ise aj 252 Fulton
Strop;. on, of 1 he Volunteer

ai. they 1 ad '" en poisoned
by ívood hoi Two other men suf¬
fering agoi re removed from the

..-¦ Hospital.
Scores of Heaths Reported

Fcdei state and municipal authori¬
ties r their efforts to pre\ ent
fan .... iles of wood alcohol
yesterdaj aftern« m when reports came
over .¦ cities all over the
country telling of the death of scores,of the 1 of hundreds and tin

.' many others from
irinl ohol, convincing them
'hat t; fabulous prices bool leggers

to nay for anyt hing thai
¦'-.¦'' cr« ted a mark

:or a di
Dr. hai S'orris, chief medical ex-

»n inei .: N'i ¦> Yoi k, anni unced ye¡ t -r-
day thai v\ had caused the
death of fifty-two persons in NewYork ai about 100 since July'. Kis (¡.¡nit,,, Benjamin Schwartz,

at the morgue yeiferdaj thai revealed that Henry Wil-hams, ght years old, of 211West Street, and TrankMonroj fifty-j ve years old, of 'M;\
.*st rtj ghth Street, had died
.rom wood alcohol poisoning.

Deplorable, Says Anderson
," illiam II. Anderson, superintendent

'¦; N'i v. 'i ork Anti-Saloon League,
a tat ment, in wli¡,-;: he said

".enlorabie as this matter is, it
w : :¦ .oess upon the publi

nature of alCohol.
eporters had reached

Street yesterday after-
houi lu fore anv inter-

¦' agents or indice detectiv« sh!t,l visited the little store. The
proprietor of the musical instrument

dooi said he hadn't seen
Panarelli for several days. Other

made similar reports.
'"¦" post of Traffic Policeman Pat-

')l>. Leonard is at Seventh Avenue,Bleecker and Harrow streets. Utter¬ly unsuspecting, Policeman Leonard
accommodatingly hailed the taxicab
in Which Panarelli left his store on

Unas Eve.
Hailed Taxi for Him

I haven't been on this post long."Sal ' Policeman Leonard. "On Christ-
JP«' ve a fly-looking fellow, about
:U'- P c! d his way out here to the

.¦¦ the crossing and said, 'Officer,"« m a g-reat hurry. 1 wonder if youcan stop a taxj lol. me?» j to)c| jjim".«was easy, and held up my handO" the next empty one. As this fellow
»as getting in he turned to me and'Officer, why don't you ever come.*« to my place'.' That's it right thereitn the front window frosted with¦lue paint. can fix you up with agood drink of whisky.' 'Do you sell it ?'.Vs I, and he says, 'I got a good bot-«» lor my friends.'1 haven't seen him since, and I've"oticoil particularly that his shop has«en locked evei since.".l'.0''.""'1 Porter sa,id late yesterday..!t ,.<,,1,ir<' force of agents was»eekuig Panarelli.
._3^ .¦".'¦. have visited his home in

Continued on page three

Ex-Crown Prince
Must Face Trial

France to Demand His
Surrender on Charges
of Looting and Violence
LONDON', Dec. 27..Frederick Will¬

iam, the former German Crown Prince,
will be included in tho list of persons
whose surrender for trial is demanded
by the French, according to an unof¬ficial report of a recent meeting be-
tweeu British law officials and 'EdouardIgnace, French Under Secretary lot-Military Justice.
The ex-Crown Prince, it is said, willbe charged with criminal offenses, in¬cluding looting and robbery with vio¬lence, committed in France,
There appears to have been no fur¬ther decision reached at the conferencewith regard to the case of former Em¬

peror William.
A full list, of the men whose sur¬render will be demanded has been com¬

pleted, it was stated, and the stepswhich are to be taken to insure their
surrender have been decided upon. One
or two Questions still outstanding willbe submitted to Premiers Lloyd Georgaand Clemenceau when they met in
Paris next month.

England Plans
SinnFeinRound'Up
RuthlessMeasures Include

Arrest of All Active
Members, Dublin Hears
LONDON, Dec. 27..In a dispatchdealing with the Sinn Fein problem in

Ireland the Dublin correspondent of
"The Evening Standard" says it is no
secret in Dublin that the authorities
are determined to handle the situation
with a certain amount of ruthlessness
and apply drastic remedies to what theyconsider a dangerous disease.

The correspondent says it is stated
in quarters which have the reputationof being well-informed that stepscontemplated by the Viceroy, Lord
French, and his advisers for restoringnormal conditions include the arrest
of every known active Sinn Feiner
throughout the country. The writercontinues:
"Considering the strength of the

Sinn Fein movement this in itself is a
gigantic task, and one which the au¬
thorities are advised will be difficult
of performance, but the advocates of
a clean-sweep policy believe it can berTectively done, and refuse to be di-
verted from their plan by any con¬
siderate :i of the political ur other ef¬fect in Ireland or outside.

"I am assured," continúes the cor¬
respondent, "that Lord French, despitehis own discouraging experiences, is |still an unrepenting believer in the
good sense and the good will of the
majority of his countrymen. He holds
that the Irish bill outlined by the Pre¬
mier has all the elements oí' a perma-nent settlement for Ireland if the
country gets the opportunity of work-
ing it."

Thieves Hang Grocer
While They Rob Store

Victim, Cut Down hv Policeman
After Robbers Escape, Is

Uninjured
Four hold-up men who robbed a gro¬

cery at 401 West Forty-sixth Street
yesterday afternoon hanged Vincent
Santarsier, the proprietor, leaving him
suspended by a slip noose from a-hook
in the wall when they departed. He
was half suffocated when help came.

Santarsier was alone in the store
when the men entered. One of them
asked for a can of tomatoes. When
the grocer turned to the counter with
the can iti his hand it was to confronl
a leveled revolver. Without a word
oncof the men fished some rope from
his pocket, with which two of them pro¬ceeded to bind Santarsier hand and
foot.
The man who carried the rope rigged

a slip noose, which he made fast to a
hook in the wall. When the grocer was
helplers and the noose was ready theylifted him to a cracker box, slipped the
noose over his head and kicked the box
from beneath his feet.
Only then. Santarsier said, did they

start looking for money. They took $78
from his pockets, $300 from the safe,
the door of which was open, and $40from the «'ash register. Then they went
out without another glance at the
dangling grocer. He was discovered a
few minutes later by a little girl, who
summoned a patrolman. Santarsier de¬
clined to have an ambulance called,
locked up his store and went home.

s-

Killed by Electric Wire
Head of Trucking Company

Loses Life in Port Chester
Henry Dehmer, who recently retired

as head of the H. Dehmer Company, of
I'ort Chester, mineral water dealers,
was killed there yesterday by a live
electric wire which struck him on the
head while he was riding in the rear
of a motor truck. He established a
trucking business in Port Chester after
retiring from the mineral water com-'
pany.

Mr. Dehmer lived in Port Chester
and had been a village trustee for
several years. He was trustee, treas-
urer and organizer of St, Paul's
Church, Fast Port Chester. His wife,
a. son and a daughter survive him,
-.-

Boys Beat Girl in Revenge
TVoN Assailants Believed Ar¬
raigned in Her Father's Court
PORT CHESTER, N. V., Dec. 27..

Rhoda Merritt ten years old, daughterof Malcolm Merritt, justice of the
pence, was attacked on the was- hom%
from a store this afternoon by twe
boys and beaten almost into insensi¬
bility.

It is believed her assailants had been
arraigned before her father recentlyand took this means of "getting even."

. »

I'. S. Ship Drops Propeller
('ape Romaine Crippled 200

Miles Off Sandy Hook
Radio advices received here yester¬day by the i nited States ShippingBoard from its steamship Cape Ro¬

maine Jjiid the vessel had dropped her
propeller 200 miles east of SandyHook. She was not thought to be in
any particular danger, and probbly
will be taken in tow to-ckv by a coast
guard cutter sent out fffbm Boston.
The Cape Romaine left this port on j

Kolchak Quits Command;
Semenoff Succeeds Him

Admiral Reported to Have Given 111 Health as Cause
of Resignation; His Headquarters

Seized bv Revolutionists
VLADIVOSTOK, Dec. 24 (By The

Associated Press) (Delayed)..Admiral
Kolchak, commanding tho all-Russian
governmental forces opposing tho Bol-
sheviki in Siberia, has retired from
active command because of ill healthand has appointed General Semenoffto succeed as commander-in-chief, ac¬cording to a message received here to¬day by General Semenoff's representa¬tivo.

1 he message, quoting Admiral Kol-chak's order, said:
"In order to unite all armed forcesfighting to make secure our politicalorganization, 1 name General Somenoffcommander in chief with headquartersin the Irkutsk and trans-Baikal Rus¬sian military districts. All militarycommanders will be subordinate tohim."

IRKUTSK, Dec. 25.-General Sem-enoff, the Cossack leader, has been ap¬pointed commander in chief of theIrkutsk, Trans-Baikal and Amur mili¬
tary districts by Admiral Kolchak, headof the All-Russian government, it was
announced to-day.
PARIS, Pec. 27..Revolutionary So¬

cialists have formed a committee gov¬ernment in Irkutsk, Siberia, where theAll-Russian government of AdmiralKolchak established its headquartersafter being driven from Omsk, accord¬
ing to news received in French official
circles to-day. The revolutionists took
possession of the Irkutsk station onthe Trans-Siberian Railway, the re¬
ports state.

Taking advantage of the absence ofthe principal members of the govern¬
ment, the Socialists, according to tin-
advices, organized an insurrection.

It is considered doubtful here wheth¬
er Admiral Kolchak will find anythingof his government when he finally getsto Irkutsk. His present whereaboutsis not definitely known.
Admiral Kolchak is reported as havingencountered great difficulties with de¬

tachments of Czecho-Slovak troops'

which arc en route to Vladivostok bythe Trans-Siberian Railway. These
troops have been guarding sections ofthe line and have not succeeded in get¬ting along well with him.
Bands of Bolshcviki are now not farfrom the Baikal district, which is rais-ir)g the question in diplomatic circleshere how Japan will look upon the

prospect of tho presence of Lenine'sforces in immediate proximity to theJapaneso sphere of influence.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 27..Advices tothe State Department to-day stud therevolutionary Socialists who started anuprising at Irkutsk, the new seat, ofthe Kolchak government, liad taken

possession of the railr.oad station
across the river from the city onChristmas Day. Kolchak's forces con¬tinue to hold the city. Only a smallcraft, controlled by Czech troops, oper¬ates across the river.
Members of the American Red Cross

party in that vicinity were reportedrafe and the dispatches said the repre¬sentatives of the Entente Allies sta¬tioned at Irkutsk had not. left the city.
General SemenofT is a Buriat Cos¬

sack. After opposing the Bolsheviki
with inadequate supplies of arms and
ammun-ition for more than a year in
Southern Trans-Baikalia, along the('hiñese border, he obtained reinforce-
monts last spring and swept the enemyback from the Trans-Siberian Railroadin the area east of Irkutsk, the tempo-
rary headquarters of the Siberian gov¬ernment.
After a long controversy with Ad-mirai Kolchak, General Semenoff last,June acknowledged the All-Russian,leader as chief of the anti-Bolshevikforces of Siberia, although friction be¬

tween the two men continued. Prcs-I
sure was brought by the allied repre¬sentatives to force General Semenoff to
quit interfering with shipments of sup-1plies to Admiral Kolchak over the Si¬berian Railway. Semenoff has been
credited with the support of the Ja¬
panese.

Ruin Truckmen
Bare the Theft
Of $1,500,000

300 Forwarding Companies
in New York Show Rob¬
beries in Year to Have
Doubled Previous Record

More than $1,500,000 worth of mer¬
chandise has been stolen from trucks
in New York City within the last year,
heads of several large trucking firms.
announced yesterday.
Aroused over the increasing number

of thefts from their vehicles and the
apparent uselessness of the secrecy ad¬
vised by the Police Department, they
have decided to place their plight be-
fore the public. The ligure, they say,
i.s a conservative estimate. The rob-
beries have been all but ruinous to
most of the 300 forwarding companies
of New York, they declare, and unless
their losses-are immediately checked a
large numSer will have to go out- of
business. More than a score, it was
stated, have been driven to the wall by
the unusual number of thefts.

Hauls in Jlecent Thefts
Among the more recent robberies in

their industry, it was announced, was
a $10,000 haul from the Theodore
Ficke Company, at Broad and South
streets. Fifteen thousand dollars'
worth of material ij'as recently taken
from VV. T. Hardingj Inc'., of 100 Wash¬
ington Street, of which about $800 was
subsequently recovered. Frederic
lienjec jr., of 31 Water Street, lost
$5,000 worth of goods in two months.The losses of the Walsh Express Com¬
pany, at Gold and Spruce streets, were
so largo that they were forced to give
up business. The thefts in every case,
it was declared, are dead losses, as
there is no adequate way by which the
forwarding companies can advanta¬
geously insure themselves against the
robberies.

\V. T. Haring, head of the firm of
that name and a former vice-presidentof the New York Team Owners' Asso¬
ciation, said that the thefts in the
trucking industry this year had almost,
doubled the estimated number of the
year before.

Immediate He lief Needed
"Thermen in this business are con¬

vinced that if they are to keep their
heads above water something must be
doiie at once," he said. "The policyof secrecy maintained by the police 1
believe is all wrong. It keeps the other
fellow from knowing what is going on
and what to do to guard his goods. We
are told to be, more careful after a
bu glar has gone away with some of
our stuff. If instances of former rob¬
beries had been made public there is
no doubt that others would have been
warned and taken extraordinary pre¬
cautions.
"Without any desire to cast asper¬sions on the Police Department as a

whole, there have been instances where
the police have been notoriously lax in
connection with some of the robberies
in our business. Take the ease when
my firm Mais robbed of $15.000 worth of
stuff. Somebody saw the thieves load-
¦i^ the goods from a pier, and realized

t'.**C they were not entitled to them.
They telephoned a station house just
three blocks away. The informant was
told by the man in charge that no rob¬
bery ¿ad been reported from the pier
and that nothing could be done about
it. No one was sent around to inter¬
cept the robbers, despite the warning
given the police of the affair.
"The truckmen are disgusted. They

have protested from time to time, men
on the poiiee force are brought up, on
charges and that's where it ended.
Hut the robberies continue to increase.
The matter, 1 understand, will be
brought up for action at the next
meeting of the Team Owners' Associa¬
tion, the first Monday in January."

Average Loss of Firms
Another proprietor declared that the

Continued on next page

cee Faints
As Dr.Vermilye
Rebuffs Her

Collapses at Hospital After
Physician Refuses to See
Her and Explain Why He
Broke His Wedding Date

Dr. William Grey Vermilye, who, it
is said, failed to report, on Christmas
day at Monson, Mass., for h h wedding
to Miss Ruth M. Keeney, of that town,
spent last night in Cumberland Street
yospital, Brooklyn, where hospital
officials say he has been undergoing "a
slight operation."
He lay in a ward on the fourth floor.

In another ward on the floor below was
his putative fiancee, who came to the
hospital from Monson yesterday to see

him and collapsed when he refused to
allow her at his Ik dside.
To pleas from newspapermen Dr.

Vermilye was almost as unresponsive
as he was to the appeal of Miss Keeney.Early yesterday he sent down the fol¬
lowing note to reporters:
"Gentlemen, have no statement to

make. Upon my return to the United
States, I was met by an invitation to
my own wedding. 1 am not hiding from
anyone. I lave nothing to say."
Throughout the rest of the day the

physician continued to have nothing
to say. Shortly after he gave out the
foregoing note, a taxicab drew up at
the door of the hospital and Miss
Keeney, George L. Keeney, her father,
a retired druggist, and another woman,
who refused to sav who she was,
alighted.

Appears To Be About Thirty
Miss Keeney is slight and dark. She

wore tortoise shell spectacles and ap¬
peared to 0< about thirty years of age.
The trio wen; into the reception

room of tile institution and sent a
message up to Dr. Vermilye's ward that
his fiancée wished to see him. When
word was brought to her that the phy¬
sician refused to talk lo her she
fainted.
When she was revived she was so

hysterical that she was taken upstairs
and put to bed. Hospital authorities
doubted if she would be able to leave
the institution last night.

Mr. Keeney explained to newspaper
men that he had received word from
the New York Police Department Bu¬
reau of Missing Persons that Dr. Ver¬
milye was in the hospital. Immediately
thereafter, h«e said, a Boston newspaper
offered to pay the expenses of himself
and his daughter to New York, and they
started at once.
When shown the note that the doctor

had written to newspaper nun, he said'
the handwriting resembled that of his.
«laughter's husband-to-be. Description
of Dr. Vermilye furnished by the hos-
pital also tallied, he sa;d, with the ap¬
pearance of the Dr. Vermilye he knew.

Father Seems Dazed
The father seemed almost dazed by

the strange predicament into which
he and his daughter have been thrown.
When it was suggested that the physi-
cian's note might imply thai Miss
Keeney had attempted to force Dr.'
Vermilye to marry her, he replied that
this was ridiculous and that the doctor
was "a man of very strong will and
great ability and it would be impos¬
sible for any woman to force herself
upon him."

Mr. Keeney also said that he could
think of no explanation for the failure
of the physician to appear at his wed-
ding except aphasia. He said that the
doctor had never given his" daughter
an engagement ring, but had presented
her with many other gifts.

Miss Keeney, he continued, was in
New York a week ago yesterday and
met Dr. Vermilye here, did some --hop¬
ping and was accompanied to the Grand
Central Station by him, where she took
the train back to Monson.
Asked what he intended to do in the

matter, the father replied:
''All we can do is wait. We will not

take any action at all for the present."
When Dr. Vermilye was admitted to

the hospital or for what reason he

Negro Admits
Killing Maid
For Jewelry

Implicates Woman Who
Worked Where Dunn
Girl Was Employed,
Says Prosecutor -Lewis

Traced to Newark
By Phone Message

Pawnbrokers Who Took
Valuables Assist ; May
Solve Another Murder

Frank Kelly, a negro, of 614 Herki-
mer Street, Brooklyn, confessed yester¬
day to the slaying of Catharine Dunn
in Brooklyn last Saturday.

Kelly was arrested in Newark yester¬
day morning. In his confession to Dis¬
trict Attorney Lewis, of Brooklyn, at
the Newark police headquurters, he im¬
plicated a negro woman, Emma Robin¬
son. The Robinson woman had been
employed at various times in the
household of Clarence S. Clark, at 1116
Kenmore Place, Brooklyn, where the
Dunn girl was a maid. She at first de¬
nied all knowledge of the crime, but
when confronted with the story of
Kelly she broke, down and admitted her
part in it.

District Attorney Lewis announced
that Kelly had a criminal record and
that the pair had been involved in
other robberies in Brooklyn.
Questioned concerning the murder of

Mrs. Emma McDonald, a B. R. T. ticket
agent, whose body was found in a
sand pit in Brooklyn last October,
Kelly insisted he knew nothing of the
crime.

Says He J'launed Robbery
According to Kelly's confession, he

had frequently called on the Robin¬
son woman at the Clark house and
had been told of the jewels which Mrs.
Clark possessed. They planned the
robbery for some time. On Thanks¬
giving night, Kely said, Mrs. Clark
was entertaining some guests and he
was adr'itted to the house through the
kitchen by tne Robinson woman to get.
a look at the jewels which Mrs. Clark
was wearing.
Ho accompanied the Robinsoit womanhome that night and the robbery was

plunned for Christmas morning. Later
the Robinson woman heard Mrs. Clark
was going out Christmas and it wasfeared she would wear her jewels and
so an earlier date was decided upon.He had been told, he said, that the
Clarks drove to business at a regularhour every morning. The night be¬
fore the murder, he said, the Robinson
woman gave him a dollar to buy a pairof rubber gloves and a heavy rasp.He said he hid in the bushes behind
the Ciark home the next morning until,the ('¡arks drove away. He then
rapped at the back door and told Miss
Dunn that Emma had left a key there
and he had been sent to get it. As the
maid turned her back, he said, he hit
her over the head with the rasp and
then b«at her into unconsciousness
with a percolater. lie said he remem¬
bered striking her five times.

Pawned Jewelry uickly
When the girl fell, he said, he threw

a rug over her, v.enl to the sink and
washed his hands and then put on
the rubber gloves. He Hthen went up¬stairs, where the Robinson woman had
told him Mrs. Clark kept her jewelry.1Within an hour after the murder Kellysaid he had pawned part, of the $6,000worth of jewelry stolen.

lie saiad he first went to the pawn¬
shop of David Pansky, 480 Lenox Ave¬
nía-, where he got $¡'5 for a wrist watch
and bracelet. He next went to the
place of Irving Weil, 53 West 135th
Street, and pawned a princes diamond
ring, said to be worth $500, for $66.' As
this stotre he saaid he bought a watch
for SIL' and a knife for $3.

Kelly's arrest wa.s brought about
through the report of Pansky of the
pawning of a wrist watch similar to the
one stolen from the Clark home. ¡Ie
identified a picture of Kelly in the
Rogues' Gallery as the man wdio had
pawned the watch. Mrs. Clark also
identified the picture as that of the
negro who had visited the Robinson
woman at. her home on Thanksgiving
night. The Robinson woman at first
said that the man who visited her was
Watson. She identified the picture in
the Rogues' Gallery and finally admitted
it was Kelly.

Arrest Follows Tip
Detectives watching the Kelly home

Friday night, saw his wife, Mrs. Emma;
Kelly, go to a telephone booth in a

nearby drug slue. In an adjoining
booth they heard Mrs. Kelley make an

appointment to meet her husband at
in o'clock yesterday morning at the
Market Street Station of the Pennsyl-1
vania Railroad, in Newark.

Detectives Dowd and Reardon fol¬
lowed Mrs. Kelly to Newark, but Act¬
ing Captain Sullivan and Detective
Brosnan got to Newark before her and
had arrested Kelly at the station. At
Headquarters Kelly was identified by
Mr. and Mrs. Clark and the two pawn-
brokers with whom he pledged the
jewelry stolen at the Clark home. Up
to the time of the appearance of the
pawnbrokers Kelly had protested his
innocence. When he saw Pansky he
exclaimed "That's the man I pawned
the stuff with! PH tell it all."
As Kelly w; s being led back to his

ceil after the confession lie stopped
and kissed the Robinson woman,« and
turning to the District Attorney, said:
"Go light on her. Mr. Lewis. Put all
the blame on me."

Kelly is about six feet tall and about
forty years old. He is light com-
plexioned and dresses neatly. He was
in the army from 1904 to 1912, serving
time in Fort Leavenworth prison and
correctional institutions in the Philip¬
pines. He was employed for a time as

porter at the elevated station at Troy
Avenue and Fulton Street, Brooklyn,
where hud a!so been employed the Mc¬
Donald woman as a ticket agent.

It was recalled by the police yester¬
day tiiat the McDonald woman bad
last been seen leaving her home with
a tall, dark-skinned person, who was
thought by neighbors to have been a

Spaniard or Italian.
*
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Awards Reveal Navy
Kept Spain Out of War;
Medals PutUp to Wilson

'Mild'Treaty
Senators Ask
Aid of Lodge

Agreement on Compro¬
mise To Be Sought To¬
day, Before 4Bitter End¬
ers' Can Bring Pressure

New Yuri. Tribune,
Waxhiiigton Hurtan

WASHINGTON, Dee. 27..Senator
Lenroot, of Wisconsin, and others of
the "mild reservationists" who are dis¬
cussing with the Democrats terms of a
compromise on treaty reservations in
order that ratification may be effected,
will confer with Senator Lodge to¬
morrow. They want, to persuade the
majority leader to take active steps
toward a compromise with the Demo¬
crats before the "irreconcilable" foes
of the treaty have an opportunity to
influence Senator Lodge against com-
promising.
Senator McNary, of Oregon, another

of the "mild reservationists," said to¬day the "mild" Senators are concerned
over the possibility that Senator Lodgemight accept the counsel of the "irre-concilables" and refuse to take anypart in negotiating a compromise."The so-called 'bitter-enders' willmake a fleht to block any compromise,"the Senator said. "If they should suc¬ceed we will take independent action."Senator McNary predicted that Dem¬ocratic Senators would accept the com¬promise program which is beingworked out. He will confer with Sena¬tor Hitchcock in a day or two to findout whether the minority leader wouldconsider a compromise proposal priorto the meeting of the Democratic cau¬
cus on January 15 to elect a permaJnent leader. Whether discussionswith the Democrats looking toward acompromise will be postponed untilafter the caucus will depend upon the
outcome of Senator McNary's confer¬
ence.

Treaty a Hitriico. k Asset
"It would be to Senator Hitchcock'.<advantage, I know, to delay a settle¬

ment of the treaty tight until afterthe Democratic caucus," said SenatorMcNary. "He would go into the cau¬
cus at least 50 per cent stronger withthe treaty still an issue. Of course,that is playing politics, but most ofthe treaty tight has been polities."Senator McNary said modification ofthe preamble to the Lodge program andof the reservations on Article X andShantung would be the basis of the
compromise with the Democrats. Headded that discussions so far havedemonstrated that the Republicanswho want the treaty ratified with res¬ervations will make those concessions,and that the Democrats will accept therest of the reservations without change.The possibility of the Democrats
again defeating ratification after an
agreement is made, should PresidentWilson order then' to vote against thecompromise reservations, was scoutedby Senator McNary.
"Conditions are different now." hesaid. "When the President sent hisletter to the Democratic Senators onNovember 111 the reservations bore the

name of Lodge. This time the Demo¬
crats would have something to do withdrafting them, and the individual Dem¬
ocratic Senators would feel at libertyto act independently of the President."
Way Out Conceded to PresidentThe reservation on Article X will

not prove to be a stumbling blockin the way of ratification, SenatorMcNary said.
"President Wilson must save lusface on that reser ation," said the

Senator. ' Most of us are willing thathe should do so. The Lodge reserva¬
tion recognizes the obligation theUnited States assumes. The Presidentprobably would accept a reservationthat did not bluntly declare that the'United States assumes no obligation,'unless Congress shall otherwise de¬
clare.

"1 am sure from the talks I have had
with Democratic Senators that theywould accept a reservation stating that
the United States assumes the obliga¬tion to preserve territorial integrity'provided Congress m the future shall
so determine. There is no real dif¬
ference between the two reservations.
One simply states affirmatively what
the other states negatively."
There is no difference of opinion re¬

garding a modification of the reserva¬
tion on Shantung. Senator McNary
.-.aid most. o\ the Senators on both
sides are willing to moderate the
terms d( that reservation.

.Modification of Preamble
The preamble probably will be modi-

fiefid so as to provide that the reserva¬
tions shall be regarded as having been
accepted by the other signatories un¬
less they shall make a positive objec-
tion before ratification is deposited.

President Wilson blocked ratification
of the peace treaty on November 19,
after at least seventeen Democratic
Senators had promised to vote for the
treaty with the Lodge reservations,
Senator McNary said. The Democratic
Senators in question, Mr. McNary add¬
ed, had signed a pledge to Oscar S.
Straus, of the League to Enforce Peace,
that they would vote to ratify with the
Lodge reservations. Presidnt Wilson's
note to Senator Hitchcock, urging that
all friends of the treaty vote against
it if these reservation were adopted,
prevented these Administration Sena¬
tors from carrying out their pledge to
Mr. Straus.

Says Wilson Defeated Treaty
"The treaty would have been ratified

on November 1!' is 'he President had
not written his letter to Senator Hitch¬
cock,'' Mr. McNary said. "When .Mr.
Straus showed me the ¡ist lie had the
written pledges of seventeen Democrats
who had said they would accept the
Lodge reservations in order to get the
treaty ratified. Later he told me that
enough Democrats had lined up in sup¬
port of the reservations to assure ratifi-
cation.
"The Democrats finally were to acceptthe I*"*^ge reservations, but they decided

tv vota against them when the Presi-15^_i.,n^^"- ~~- .t *- «.*--. *.

Premier Defends
League Voting

Lloyd George Says Aus¬
tralia Deserves Equal
Rights With the II. S.
LONDON, Dec. 27.- Premier LloydGeorge, speaking at Llanystymdwy,Wales, to-day, defended the voting ar¬

rangements of the league of nations.
He said Australia iost as many men as
the United States in the war and had
as much right to vote as the United
States. This vote, however, he added,
would not be used on any question
arming between Great Britain and tire
United States.

j "President Wilson recognized the
justice and fairness of the claim putforward in behalf of the British Em-
pire," said the Premier.
He recounted the fight in the UnitedStates on the treaty, which he termed

"the folly of America entering uponparty warfare when trying to settlethe difficulties and troubles ensuing
i from the great war."

Payne Expected
To Resign Over
Imperator Issue
Decision to Turn German

Liners Over to Britain
Directly Contrary to Pol¬
icy of the Ship Board

New York Tribune
Wa»h;ngtcni Bureau

WASHINGTON, Dec. 27..John Bar¬
ton Payne is expected to resign as
chairman of the Shipping Board as a
result of the row between the board
and the State Department over former
German ships. President Wilson has
decided the fight between his execu¬
tives against Mr. Payne, but the com¬
plications, it is feared, will prove
highly embarrassing.

It became known to-day that Chair¬
man Payne had been virtually defying
both the British government and the
State Department for months in his re¬fusal to hand over the ships in ques¬tion to Great Britain for temporaryuse by that country. In the case of theImperator, it is believed by high of¬ficials of the government that a con¬
siderable bill of damages will have tobe paid to Great Britain because theShipping Board held the vessel so longafter the end of the period for whichshe had been allocated to American
use.

Fight Started Over Tankers
The shipping board started the lightby attempting to force Great Britain

to release certain tankers claimed bythe Standard Oil Company. Britishofficials were informed that the United
States would hold the Imperator andother German vessels until Britainreleased these tankers.
The State Department, on the otherhand, said th«3^question of the tankers

nad nothing to do with the case ofthe German liners, and stated that the
solemn word of the United States hadbeen given to turn the liners over tothe British government as soon as the
movement of American troops from
France t'o this country was completed.As a matter of fact, the Germanliners never have been awarded to any
country. That derision remains to be
made. When the ships were first ob¬
tained from Germany, however, bothGreat Britain and this country askedfor the use of them temporarily to till
pressing needs. This country wanted
to bring American troops home fromFrance. Great Britain wanted to takehome the Australians and Canadians.

Ships Lent for Troop Carriers
An agreement was made at this time,for which tho American representa¬tives at Paris voted, that the- shins

should be lent to America first, until
the troop movement was completed,after which they should lie turned over
to Great Britain until the permanent
award should be made.
The case of the oil tankers is entire¬

ly different. In this case the Standard
Oil Company, which held the control¬
ling interest in the German concern
which owned the tankers, was claiming
possession. They had been taken over
by the British government, pending a

permanent settlement, winch, as in the
case of the liners, has not been made.
Several knotty legal questions are in¬
volved in the tanker case.
For instance, the Standard Oil Com¬

pany, fiarme; confiscation of the tank¬
ers by Germany during the war, at¬
tempted to sell its interest in them.
The American Alien Property Custo¬
dian, in seizing some German-owned
securities, in the subsidiary Gormar,
corporation, held the sale to be null
and void.

Board's Action Criticised
But the Shipping Board, according to

the State Department view, was un¬
willing to let the tanker case be fought
out on its own merits. It attempted
to force the hands of the British by
holding on to the liners, ignoring the
agreement under which America had
obtained the temporary use of these
liners to bring America.. soldiers
home.

It is regarded as particularly unfor¬
tunate here that much of the publicity
given this question of turning over
the ships to Great Britain has given
the impression that the Shipping Board
was fighting to hold on to ships for
American use und to prevent their
going permanently into the hands of
Great Britain.
The who!.- fight, State Department

officials insist, was over an effort bythe Shipping Board to fore- Greal
Britain to hand over these Standard
Oil tankers by refusing until she did
so to comply with an agreement pre-
viously made as to the liner-. It re-I
quired the overruling of Chairman
Payne by the President, it is stated,
to ,-*?>tle the question.
There was talk at the Capitol to-

day of a Senatorial investigation of
the whole question by either the For¬
eign Relations CiV¡¿nittee or tho Com-

Decker Says Duty Was to

Check Madrid, Which
He Did, "Despite Oppo¬
sition of Ambassador*"

3 More Admirals
Object to Crosses

Daniels Decides to Recon¬
sider All Awards and
Send List to President
for F i n a 1 Decision

New York Tribun«
H axhington Bureau

WASHINGTON. Deo. 27..The
startling disclosure that Spain was
on the verge of entering the World
War on the side of Germany at tht-
most critical moment of the conflict

, came unexpectedly to-day as an inci¬
dent of the controversy over the
awarding of naval medals.

In making public several letters
from naval officers declining decora¬
tions, the Navy Department gave
out a communication from Rear Ad¬
miral Benton C. Decker, formerly
Naval Attach«.'* at Madrid, containing
the assertion that the effect of the
work of his office was "to keep Spain
from entering the war against us at
the time of the enemy March offen¬
sive in 1918." Admiral Decker fur-
ther charges that this resultw as at-
tained "in spile of the opposition of
the Ambassador."

During '.his period Joseph E. Wil-
lard, the present American diplomatic
representative at the Spanish capital,
was serving as ambassador. Secre-
tary Daniels declined to comment on

i Admiral Decker's charges and State
Department officials professed to know
nothing of any differences between the
diplomatic and naval representatives
in Madrid.

Awards Put t'p to President
An important development of the

medal controversy was the decision of
Secretary Daniels to put up to Presi¬
dent Wilson the approval or disap¬proval of all awards of decorations to
officers and men of the American sea
forces made by the Naval Board of
Award. That board, which SecretarjDaniels has summoned to reconvene
here on January 5, will reconsider all
the awards thus far announced by the
Secretary of the Navy, and all recom¬
mendations for decorations later to be
made by communing officers.

Its recommendations will be referred
directly to the White House by Secre¬
tary Danels without alteration or
change by him. and the decision will
rest with President Wilson as to ap-proving or rejecting the judgment ofthe Naval Board of Award.

Three .More Object to Awards
The communications given out by theNavy Department to-day. in addition tothat from Rear Admiral Decker, were

from Rear Admiral Henry T .Mayo,commander of the Atlantic fleet duringhostilities, criticising the rejection of
recommendations made by him, and
urging a review of tin- original deci
sum-, and the declination of awards of
naval crosses by Rear Admiral HilaryP. Jones, commander of the NewportNews division forces during 'he «war.and Captain R. ¡i-- L. Hasbrouck, com¬
manding the Minnesota. A letter from
Rear Admiral Henry Wilson sought to
have the board reconsider a number of
recommendations made by him for
naval honors.
The decision to let the President de¬

cide who is entitled to naval decora¬tions ami who is to be refused them
will in no way interfere with the in¬
vestigation by Congress on the award¬
ing of the medals and crosses announced
by Secretary Daniels.

Inquiry to Proceed
Senator Poindexter and Representa¬tive Lufkin conferred to-day and de-

cided that upon the reconvening of
Congress on January 5 each would in¬
troduce a resolution calling for a com¬
plete investigation by a joint Senate
and House committee. This investiga¬tion will seek to determine if the
awards as approved by Secretary Dan¬
iels had the effect of destroying the
morale of the navy, as charged by Rear
Admiral William S. Sims in his etter
declining to accepl the DistinguishedService Me-iii.

Secretary Daniels definitely an
nounced this afternoon in his confer¬
ence with newspapermen thai he had
determined to eliminate himself in the
matter of awarding naval decorations
won during the war. He said that he
will give the Naval Board of Award
carte blanche to reject or approve the
recommendations of commanding offi¬
cers, and when the board's report has
been completed he will function only
as the medium through which theboard may transmit its findings to th«President.

All to Be Referred to Board
"I have (C-ci'U-d to convene the NavyAward Board in session here January."." Secretary Daniels said, "to review

al! awards thus far made and todetermine definitely the distribution ofother medals and cro.-ses for which
recommendations have been sent in or
may come later. Every scrap of paperbearing on the question o.' naval deco¬
rations will be referred to the board,and al! recommendations, protests,
or criticisms received will be furnishedthe board to base its final verdicl onhe question of who is entitled to decorations. When the hoard's recommen¬dations are ready I will transmit them
to the President, who will approve ordisapprove t!ie board's act,on.'
The Secretary said that in additionto all written evidence on the questionof meritorious service performed bymembers of the navy, opportunity alsowill be given by the Naval Boafd ofAward to officers who desire to «rally


